
Resolutions
RESOLUTION #33

Climate Jobs
By Delegates Terrence Healy, Laborers Local 2; Paul Noble, IBEW State Conference; William Mangin, Heat & Frost 
Insulators Local 17; Robert Reiter, Chicago Federation of Labor; Dan Montgomery, IFT Council; Robert Paddock, 
IUOE Local 150; John Hanley, IUOE Local 399; James Gardiner, Ironworkers District Council; David Beard, 
Ironworkers District Council; Mike Ciaccio, Teamsters Joint Council 25; Steve Powell, UFCW Local 881; Robert 
Guy, SMART Transportation Division; Ralph Affrunti, Chicago-Cook Building Trades; Mike Macellaio, Chicago-
Cook Building Trades; Jeff Isaacson, Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters and Dian Palmer, SEIU Local 73.

WHEREAS, the Illinois State AFL-CIO believes in advancing a pro-worker, pro-climate agenda that supports the 
careers of working men and women in a clean energy economy; and

WHEREAS, the current climate crisis threatens where we live, work and play which requires immediate action to 
lower greenhouse gas emissions and rebuild our economy based on clean energy and energy efficiency; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Respiratory Health Association, African-American children accounted for 63 percent 
of Chicago’s childhood emergency room visits for asthma, a disparity that is due in part to higher exposure to air 
pollution; this is an example of the disproportionately higher impact of climate change on communities of color in 
Illinois; and

WHEREAS, current Illinois statute requires a transition to a 100 percent clean energy economy, we must support 
existing clean nuclear energy and ensure that today’s working men and women are fully supported in any energy 
transition; and

WHEREAS, the clean energy economy must create high wage careers, expand apprenticeships, utilize project labor 
and labor peace agreements, improve prevailing wage standards, and support the rights of workers to organize in the 
renewable industries; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, the Illinois AFL-CIO will support the establishment of a Climate Jobs Illinois coalition that will unite 
around a shared goal of combating climate change while prioritizing the retention and creation of good union jobs and 
reversing the income inequality that currently exists in our society; and be it further

RESOLVED, a Climate Jobs Illinois coalition will advocate for a clean energy economy at the scale climate science 
demands, high wage job creation to combat job insecurity, promote the unionization of its workforce, and support 
more equitable communities; and be it finally

RESOLVED, all Illinois AFL-CIO affiliates are encouraged to join the Climate Jobs Illinois coalition to ensure the 
diverse range of perspectives shared by our affiliates is represented and that the coalition is fully funded to provide the 
research and infrastructure needed to build a long term pro-worker, pro-climate coalition in Illinois.  


