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During the current state of emergency, hundreds of first 
responders and front-line essential worker have been infected 
by the COVID 19 virus as a result of their employment.  
Sadly, some have not recovered from the disease and have 
died.

In order to protect these workers, the Illinois Workers 
Compensation Commission (IWCC), with the strong support 
of Governor Pritzker and the Illinois AFL-CIO, adopted an 
emergency rule that provided a rebuttable presumption for 
first responders and front-line essential workers who file 
claims as a result of contracting the COVID 19 virus.    The 
emergency rule passed the Commission without a dissenting 
vote on April 15th.

On Wednesday, April 22nd, the Illinois Manufactures 
Association (IMA) and Illinois Retail Merchants Association 
(IRMA), backed by the insurance industry, filed a lawsuit 
against the IWCC in Sangamon County arguing that the 
IWCC exceeded its authority to implement the rule.  In 
addition, the IMA and IRMA filed a motion for a Temporary 
Restraining Order (TRO) to prohibit the IWCC from 
implementing the rule until the court ruled on the original 
complaint.    The case was assigned to Chief Judge of the 7th 
Circuit, Judge John Madonia, who set a phone conference 
on the TRO for Thursday, April 23rd at 2:30 p.m. – just 24 
hours after the IWCC received the complaint.

With little time to prepare, the office of Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul, represented the IWCC and argued against 
the plaintiff’s TRO motion.  In just over an hour, Judge 
Madonia ruled in favor of the TRO and also granted a 
motion for the Illinois Chamber and others to file an Amicus 

Brief. The Illinois AFL-CIO the Associated Fire Fighters 
of Illinois, Local 881 UFCW, INA, NNU, ATU 308 and 
UFCW 1546 also filed motions to file an Amicus Brief, but 
due to reduced staff at the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk’s 
office, the motions were not accepted by the clerk prior to 
the hearing.

Knowing that it would be difficult to prevail in the 
conservative 7th Circuit District Court or on appeal in the 
very conservative 4th District Appellate Court, the Illinois 
Workers’ Compensation Commission (IWCC) met Monday 
and rescinded the emergency rule.    With the emergency 
rule withdrawn, the Attorney General has filed a motion to 
dismiss the complaint and the Judge has set a hearing for 
Monday, May 4th.

Following the withdrawal of the emergency rule, the IL 
AFL-CIO has been working on a legislative solution with 
General Assembly Leadership and legal staff to ensure 
all emergency and frontline workers have the work comp 
coverage they need and deserve.  It is our goal that our 
proposal will be included in critical legislation that will be 
considered by the General Assembly prior to July 1st.  

This setback in no way prevents a worker from filing a 
workers’ compensation claim if they believe they have 
contracted the COVID 19 virus on the job.   The withdrawal 
of the emergency rule will only mean that the workers’ 
compensation claims and benefit determination will be 
administered by the same practices and procedures in place 
before the pandemic.

Conservative Judge Rules to Protect Profits 
Over People in Workers’ Compensation Case

The Illinois AFL-CIO Legislative APP is now FREE

DOWNLOAD FROM YOUR APP STORE TODAY!
Contact legislators at the click of  a button! 

Directory includes:  Elected officials contact information; guidelines for lobbying; 
maps; committees; seating charts; legislative agencies; and state agencies.



Call 217.544.4014 For More Information On These And Other Issues Important To Working People - www.ilafl-cio.org
Liuna362afl-cio

05/01/20  Page 2

Labor 2020 Moves Forward, 
Zone Meetings Held

At the direction of the Illinois AFL-CIO Executive Board, 
the state federation is holding political meetings by zone 
to make assessments, recommendations and gather input 
on the Labor 2020 political plan.

The meetings have been ongoing in April and will continue 
through early May. 

In order to adapt to the volatile environment, changes 
discussed in the Labor 2020 plan include more resources 
toward digital engagement with union households, upgrades 
to the phone bank system including remote virtual phone 
banking, and a deeper commitment to local union mail and 
increasing workplace engagement on all levels.

The Executive Board is scheduled to meet in June to 
consider General Election Endorsements and a June 
political briefing will be scheduled for our affiliates to 
discuss and begin the implementation of our Labor 2020 
plan of action. 

Durbin, Duckworth Meet 
with Illinois AFL-CIO Board

Illinois’ U.S. Senators Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth met 
with the Illinois AFL-CIO Officers and Executive Board this 
week via conference call to discuss federal efforts concerning 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Durbin discussed the latest efforts in Congress to build a 
second CARES Act type stimulus program to continue relief to 
working families and provide an economic boost to business.
Durbin said the Democratic caucus was focusing on working 
families including such components as COBRA assistance 
and paid leave. He added that Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s remarks concerning allowing states to declare 
bankruptcy were outrageous.

“That would be disastrous, especially for public employees 
including many who are out on the front lines of this pandemic,” 
Durbin said. 

Duckworth agreed. “First and foremost, we have to take care 
of the working people on the front line,” she said, adding that 
OSHA protections are critical to working people in the middle 
of this fight.

Board members addressed several issues with the senators, 
such as multi-employer pension relief as well as state and local 
government funding.

State Federation Addresses COVID-19
The Illinois AFL-CIO has been working with General Assembly 
Leadership, since the start of the pandemic, to figure out a path 
moving forward and to advocate for the rights of workers. 
There is still a lot of uncertainty about when legislators will 
be back in session and the exact issues legislators will address 
when session resumes. In the meantime, House and Senate 
Leadership have formed working groups to tackle COVID-19 
related issues and pending legislation. 

The Illinois AFL-CIO has been in regular communication 
with the House and Senate working groups to receive updates 
and to ensure that issues important to labor are a part of their 
discussions. The Illinois AFL-CIO has provided testimony 
to the Senate Unemployment Insurance Working Group, the 
Senate Energy Working Group, Senate Capital Working Group, 
and the House Labor & Unemployment Insurance Working 
Group. 

In these meetings we advocated for:
additional personal protective equipment and proper • 
sanitation for frontline and emergency workers;
the hundreds of thousands of workers who are awaiting • 
unemployment benefits;
an extension of the workers’ compensation rebuttable • 
presumption for all frontline workers;
increased investment in jobs as part of the economic • 
recovery effort;
empowering Illinois workers through legislation like the • 
IL Hazardous Material Workforce Training Act;
guaranteed paid sick leave for all workers and• 
many other issues important to working families.• 

We at the Illinois AFL-CIO will continue to advocate for the 
rights of workers as it relates to COVID-19 and the legislative 
priorities identified before the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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IL AFL-CIO 44th Constitutional 
Convention – July 28th-30th 
Convention Call mailed to all 

Affiliated Organizations 
Illinois AFL-CIO Secretary Treasurer, Pat Devaney, has mailed the 
Convention Call for the 44th IL AFL-CIO Constitutional Convention 
to all affiliated organizations.  All eligible affiliates are encouraged 
to register for convention and submit resolutions consistent with the 
guidance provided in the Convention Call.

The Illinois AFL-CIO Executive Board met on April 7th and adopted 
rules and procedures to guide us through the convention and the elections 
that will take place when we convene at the end of July.  Included in 
the rules is the following provision that affiliates may utilize to obtain 
information about the Illinois AFL-CIO Officers, Executive Board, 
Affiliates and the convention per capita voting strength for each.

The Secretary Treasurer has on file in the Springfield Office a  list 
containing the following information: (1) the name and mailing 
address of each of the Illinois AFL-CIO elected officers (including 
executive board members); (2) the name and mailing address of 
each organization presently affiliated with the Illinois AFL-CIO; (3) 
the name of each of the affiliated organization’s principal officers; 
(4) each organization’s projected per capita voting strength for 
the election of officers determined by averaging per capita paid 
over the 24-month period ending March 31, 2020.  Voting strength 
information may be inspected during normal business hours of the 
Illinois AFL-CIO after May 15, 2020 upon written request submitted 
to the Secretary-Treasurer.

An affiliate or local union may request permission to inspect this 
information by submitting the request in writing to the Secretary-
Treasurer of the Illinois AFL-CIO.  Any request for inspection and 
use of these lists or other information shall state the purpose of the 
request and the manner in which the information is to be used.  The 
mailing lists requested shall be made available by the Secretary-
Treasurer no earlier than May 15, 2020 by delivering them to 
a designated mailing service that will be authorized to prepare a 
mailing on behalf of the affiliate or local union.  The mailing service 
shall only be allowed to use the mailing list upon written authorization 
of the Secretary-Treasurer only for the purpose of carrying out the 
authorized programs and work of the Illinois AFL-CIO.

Although we are continuing to proceed with the convention as 
planned, the Illinois AFL-CIO Executive Board will meet on May 
26th to evaluate the ability to host a large gathering at the end of July 
and make decisions regarding alternative arrangements if necessary.  
Please contact Secretary-Treasurer Pat Devaney at Convention2020@
ilafl-cio.org or (217) 544-4014 if you have not received the Convention 
Call or if you have any questions regarding the process.

COVID-19 Adds to Importance 
of Workers Memorial Day 

On April 28, the unions of the AFL-CIO observed 
Workers Memorial Day to remember those who 
have suffered and died on the job.  

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 275 
workers die each day from hazardous working 
conditions.  In 2017, 5,147 were killed on the job 
and an estimated 95,000 died from occupational 
diseases.

The current pandemic could cause a spike in those 
numbers as essential workers are faced with a lack 
of protective equipment and a push to reopen the 
economy too soon.

Nearly five decades after the passage of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), the 
toll of workplace injury, disease and death remains 
too high.   

Central labor councils across Illinois hosted 
virtual events this year to raise awareness about 
the importance of worker safety laws.  Through 
Facebook live events, turning on porch lights, and 
sharing the names of those who have fallen - CLCs 
expressed that there is much more to be done to 
ensure worker protections and the enforcement of 
OSHA.
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Work Progresses on Labor Memorial Plaza
With the break in the weather, work has resumed on the Labor 
Memorial Plaza at the IL AFL-CIO office building in Springfield.   
The union workers will be finishing the concrete work and will 
begin laying engraved brick pavers in the next few weeks.   There is 
still time for your organization or family to purchase a brick.  

Please see the attached form on page 4.



Call 217.544.4014 For More Information On These And Other Issues Important To Working People - www.ilafl-cio.org
Liuna362afl-cio

Celebrate organized labor with an engraved brick paver installed at the front plaza of 
the Illinois AFL-CIO to enhance the newly erected Reuben Soderstrom statue and labor 
history memorial.  The project literally builds a piece of history, cementing donors’ support 
in perpetuity.  Two levels of sponsorship provide small and large engraved brick sizes.  
Be sure to reserve a brick for your union or organization by filling out the information 
below and returning to the Illinois AFL-CIO.

Be Part of a Lasting Legacy 
at the Illinois AFL-CIO

Indicate below how you want your brick(s) engraved.  To order multiple bricks, 
copy this form.  Print one character (letter, punctuation or space) PER SPACE.ORDER FORM

__________________________________
Name
__________________________________
Address
__________________________________
City / State / Zip
__________________________________
Phone Number
__________________________________
Email Address

___ each 4x8 Bricks @ $400
___ each 8x8 Bricks @ $800

________ Donation Amount Enclosed

Illinois AFL-CIO Plaza - Engraved Brick Fundraiser
8” x 8” Bricks $800 / 4” x 8” Bricks $400

Make checks payable to Illinois AFL-CIO, 534 S. Second Street, Ste. 200, Springfield, IL  62701

 $400 = 4” x 8” brick = 3 lines of 16 characters

1

2

3

4

5

6

 $800 = 8” x 8” brick = 6 lines of 16 characters
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